
 

 

Activities related to the exhibition  
 
Isaki Lacuesta introduces the exhibition: 2nd Juny at 7pm 

Meeting with Isaki Lacuesta and Pedro G. Romero: 21st September at 7pm 

Selection of short films Isaki Lacuesta in Auditori of Es Baluard: 8th July at 7pm  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exhibition dates: 03/06/2016-25/09/2016 

 
 
Museum Opening Hours: 

Tuesday to Saturday: 10 - 20 h 

Sundays: 10 -15 h 

Mondays closed 
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Permanent collection. Carte Blanche for 
Isaki Lacuesta 
Look twice (the false collections of the emir) 
 

 

After the Cartes Blanches for CòmicNostrum and Agustín Fernández Mallo,        
Es Baluard museum has proposed that filmmaker Isaki Lacuesta prepare an inter-
vention in the halls of the permanent collection to enable reinterpretation and new 
interactions. The project is focussed on the idea of (dis)appropriationism, (un)
authorship, simulation and museological revisionism, in an exercise of fiction as a 
mechanism for looking at works and interpellating spectators. 

 

Look twice, text by the curator Isaki Lacuesta 

 

 Cántaro 

 Escribir un cántaro que pueda tocarse. 

 No será necesario, por tanto, que pueda beberse en él, 

 o ya no sería cántaro, sino farsa: 

 aprender el límite hasta donde hay que creer. 

    (Isaki Lacuesta)¹ 
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Synopsis and legend 

In 2028, emir Abu Karem acquired Es Baluard’s art collection reserve.  

The purchase aroused controversy amongst Mallorcans.  

But the emir guaranteed that the collection would never leave the island. In addi-
tion, he declared he would invest in public housing, pensions, infrastructures and 
the creation of the Aka scholarship, designed for emerging creators. 

So, the emir bought and reordered the collection to suit himself. 

After a few months, local art critic and journalist Joan Cervelló reported that the 
emir had introduced some false works into the museum, attributed to famous 
names. 

When prosecuted, the emir testified that he had stolen nothing. Quite the con-
trary. He had enriched the museum’s collection with works created by himself. 
And he went on to confess that his aim, when mixing false works in with the au-
thentic ones, was none other than to raise suspicion amongst spectators and force 
them to look at the works again, really look at them, that is, look twice. 

Everybody realised that the emir’s judgement was sound, sounder than anybody’s, 
and in fact, that he had planned and fomented everything when in the end, he not 
only refused to recognise which works were those created by his own hand, but 
also challenged art enthusiasts to distinguish the real ones from the fakes. 

 

Archaeology and play: a cabinet d’amateur 

After the scandal of 2028, Es Baluard repudiated the figure of emir Abu Karem. 
Understandably. The halls of the museum were no longer arranged following his 
criteria, in line with the tradition of Aby Warburg and Georges Perec, Sturtevant, 
Max Aub and Jusep Torres Campalans. Karem saw the museum as his cabinet 
d’amateur, of Baroque affiliation, but also as the ideal space in which to physi-
cally capture his artistic theories, his thought regarding beauty, order and – espe-
cially - pleasure. 

Now that sufficient time has passed and we finally have the necessary perspec-
tive, this exhibition recovers emir Karem’s display concept and arrangement, and 
also the false works which he so carefully infiltrated into the body of the collec-
tion. 

 

 

 

Warning to spectators 

This stroll through Es Baluard’s collection includes a certain number of wrongly-
accredited works, falsified pieces and trompe-l’oeils, in the most literal sense of 
the term. 

We therefore propose to spectators that they play along with us, and look twice. 
For once in their life, and by way of an exception in the history of museography, 
visitors will be able to find out, at the end of the route, whether they were right 
in their forecasts, and will find a list showing the real attributes of each creation. 

Beyond play, the exhibition contemplates travel through time: a path of echoes, 
resonances, analogies and dissonances. Deep down, what we would like is for visi-
tors to come to the museum’s storerooms and inspect the pictures thoroughly, for 
them to be able to appreciate the art that is hidden behind the canvas, in the 
stretchers. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¹Pitcher 

Writing a pitcher that can be touched. 

Being able to drink from it, therefore, will not be necessary, 

or it would no longer be a pitcher, but a farce: 

learning the boundary up to which one must believe. 

    (Isaki Lacuesta) 
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